1S8             THE QUAKER COLONIES

but for long after the Revolution it was merely a
small village on the Jersey shore opposite Phila-
delphia, sometimes used as a hunting ground and
a place of resort for duelers and dancing parties
from Philadelphia.

The Newton settlers were Quakers of the Eng-
lish middle class, weavers, tanners, carpenters, brick-
layers, chandlers, blacksmiths, coopers, bakers, hab-
erdashers, hatters, and linen drapers, most of them
possessed of property in England and bringing
good supplies with them. Like all the rest of the
New Jersey settlers they were in no sense adven-
turers, gold seekers, cavaliers, or desperadoes.
They were well-to-do middle class English trades-
people who would never have thought of leaving
England if they had not lost faith in the stabil-
ity of civil and religious liberty and the security
of their property under the Stuart Kings. With
them came servants, as they were called; that is,
persons of no property, who agreed to work for
a certain time in payment of their passage, to
escape from England. All, indeed, were escaping
from England before their estates melted away in
fines and confiscations or tteir health or lives end*
ed in the damp, foul air of the crowded prisons.
Many of those who came had been in jail and had